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ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 1164
AN ACT to amend 1978 PA 368, entitled “An act to protect and promote the public health; to codify, revise,

consolidate, classify, and add to the laws relating to public health; to provide for the prevention and control of diseases
and disabilities; to provide for the classification, administration, regulation, financing, and maintenance of personal,
environmental, and other health services and activities; to create or continue, and prescribe the powers and duties of,
departments, boards, commissions, councils, committees, task forces, and other agencies; to prescribe the powers and
duties of governmental entities and officials; to regulate occupations, facilities, and agencies affecting the public health;
to regulate health maintenance organizations and certain third party administrators and insurers; to provide for the
imposition of a regulatory fee; to provide for the levy of taxes against certain health facilities or agencies; to promote
the efficient and economical delivery of health care services, to provide for the appropriate utilization of health care
facilities and services, and to provide for the closure of hospitals or consolidation of hospitals or services; to provide for
the collection and use of data and information; to provide for the transfer of property; to provide certain immunity from
liability; to regulate and prohibit the sale and offering for sale of drug paraphernalia under certain circumstances; to
provide for the implementation of federal law; to provide for penalties and remedies; to provide for sanctions for
violations of this act and local ordinances; to provide for an appropriation and supplements; to repeal certain acts and
parts of acts; to repeal certain parts of this act; and to repeal certain parts of this act on specific dates,” by amending
section 21777 (MCL 333.21777).

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 21777. (1) If a patient is temporarily absent from a nursing home for emergency medical treatment, the nursing
home shall hold the bed open for 10 days for that patient in the patient’s absence, if there is a reasonable expectation
that the patient will return within that period of time and the nursing home receives payment for each day during the
absent period.

(2) If a patient is temporarily absent from a nursing home for therapeutic reasons as approved by a physician, the
nursing home shall hold the bed open for 18 days, if there is a reasonable expectation that the patient will return within
that period of time and the nursing home receives payment for each day during the absent period. Temporary absences
for therapeutic reasons are limited to 18 days per year.

(3) When a patient’s absence is longer than specified under subsection (1) or (2), or both, the patient has the option
to return to the nursing home for the next available bed.

(4) For title 19 patients, the department of community health shall continue funding for the temporary absence as
provided under subsections (1) and (2) if the nursing home is at 98% or more occupancy except for any bed being held
open under subsection (1) or (2).
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Secretary of the Senate

Clerk of the House of Representatives

Approved

Governor


